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Ataô Concept/



The “Ataô the little oak” animation TV
series presents the adventures of a cute
character with an acorn for a head and an
oak leave for a body. His name is “Ataô”
and his curiosity drives him to discover
animal species on all continents of
planet Earth and in all kind of
environments from forests to oceans, and
from the artic to jungles and deserts. No
place lacks an animal which will trigger
Ataô’s desire to know all about its life.
Being curious goes with living with risk,
yet Ataô the little oak always gets his
way to inform himself (and his young
audiences worldwide) on every beautiful
facets of the animal’s nature. This rich
content of every adventure appeals to
both kindergarten and primary schools
pupils as they learn a lot while being
entertained by classical drawn animation.



Ataô rough and colored models.















Ataô and the pheasant.

Ataô and the sea turtle.





The 5 first scripts 
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Animals in the TV series 

1 – Machaon butterfly

2 – Bear of the Pyrenees

3 – Royal eagle

4 – Sea turtle

5 – Elephant

6 – Panda bear

7 – Emperor penguin

8 – Blue whale

9 – Komodo varan

10 – Octopus

11 – Giant oyster

12 – Beaver

13 – Flamingo

14 – Otter

15 – Sloth

16 – Gorilla

17 – Crocodile

18 – Weasel

19 – Salamandra

20 – Hedgehog

21 – Puffin

22 – Owl

23 – Pelican

24 – Koala bear

25 – Bat

26 - Dolphin



Animals of the sea.

Animals of the forest.



Insects.



Background style.



Educational program

Cartoon script-writing



The “Ataô, the little oak” program was
created in 1991 and invites children
of primary schools worldwide to
research information on animal species
prior to write and illustrate a story
with the little oak Ataô as its naïve,
yet daring and adventurous hero!





Initiated in Chilly Mazarin, France, this
is always enjoyed by primary school
teachers as it is a pluri-disciplinary
exercise combining in an exiting way bio-
logy research & classification), grammar,
script-writing, story-boarding, drawing
and illustrating for the production of a
book. The “Ataô the little oak” workshop
invites children to create their story
about the genuinely curious character,
Ataô, eager to discover animal species
around the world. Searching information
with intuition and organizing it in the
most entertaining fashion is the
challenge met by our young authors...
In 1992, this program was taught in 20

primary schools in the French department
of Finistère and, later on, experienced
in Canada, the USA and South Korea.



This program provides the teacher with a
process that starts with selecting with
the children the animal to be discovered
by Ataô the little oak. A biology board is
then filled with information on the
selected species and used to feed the
storyline of a script built on a simple
structure presenting key sequences within
each adventure. Individually or by small
groups of 3 to 5 children, the story is
imagined and presented in the form of a
book. The feel for both students and their
teacher is always the same: amazed by the
magic of illustrating and storytelling!



Ataô 3D models for the children to emerge themselves in the program.



Ataô basic drawing structures.

Ataô and the panda bear / Study 1



Children’s artworks.



Children's limitless imagination and intuitive
selection of key information animating the
characters in their stories is a joy for all to
experience both in classrooms and on public media
platforms offline and online.
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